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Jonathan Metzl wrote a book called “Dying of Whiteness” which you can order at any bookstore under the 
section entitled “Seriously?”. But all jokes aside, he makes some good points in a summary article for the 
Washington Post However, towards the end it goes off the rails. | have decided instead of doing my typical 
podcasts, | would do a section by section debunking/explanation. The title is “It’s time to talk about being 
white in America” and starts like this. 


That’s what | was trying to do Saturday afternoon at the Politics and Prose bookstore in Northwest 
Washington when | was interrupted by a group of white nationalists. Ironically, the protesters’ chant — 
“This land is our land” — served only to reinforce my point. 


For too long, many white Americans have avoided this conversation, and we’ve done so for a reason: 
We don’t have to see the color white. Race scholars often argue that white privilege broadly means not 
needing to reflect on whiteness. White is the default setting, the assumed norm. A white American 
does not have to think about being white when walking down the street — while people marked as not- 
white are often noticed and surveilled. White people have the superpower of invisibility. 


Keep in mind Metzl is a Jew. But you know what, | agree with Jonathan here. White people have for too long 
not thought about their whiteness, and now that is changing. White people are starting to see that diversity 
means less white people, that mass immigration means the demographic destruction of white countries and 
race mixing means white genocide. Of course, this is the opposite direction the dear professor would like to 
go. 
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Yet with the rise of President Trump’s brand of resentment politics, American whiteness is increasingly 
hard to overlook. Trumpian rhetoric defines white identity not by shared values but by shared 
resentments. Whiteness, in this telling, is under siege. Walled behind Trump’s claim that the country is 
“full,” and his equivocations on white extremism, lies the notion that immigrants and citizens of color 
are usurping the privileges of whiteness. This narrative is then amplified by increasingly emboldened 
white nationalists like the ones who sought to shout me down Saturday. 


This statement seems hilarious in hindsight, since Trump has done nothing for white America. But even 
putting that aside, trump did represent a buck against the establishment. And now, instead of Donald 
overtaking the GOP, the GOP has overtaken him. 


Trump did not invent insecure whiteness. He is only a skilled manipulator of the fears at its heart. 


For the past eight years, I’ve studied how these politics of racial resentment have profound negative 
consequences for working-class white communities. | traveled across southern and midwestern states 
to track the everyday effects of anti-government, anti-immigrant politics and policies. Time and again, | 
found that the material realities of working-class white lives are made worse not by immigrants and 
citizens of color — but by GOP policies that promise greatness but deliver despair. 


Jonathan is once again fundamentally correct for all the right reasons, but is trying to channel these fears 
into something else. Instead of telling white people to collectivize, he is telling them to embrace their 
demographic destruction. And it is true when people say that a certain policy benefits non-whites, so | won't 
vote for it, | would point out to them that those same policies benefit poor whites. 


For instance: Blocking the Affordable Care Act or defunding government programs makes for great 
campaign slogans for those who imagine that such programs primarily benefit immigrants and citizens 
of color. But the cuts to education, transit and health-care delivery systems that follow cost many white, 
red-state Americans months and years of life expectancy. Funds that might support white working- 
class communities are diverted into tax cuts for the wealthy. If working-class conservative voters ever 
demanded better roads, schools or hospitals as the price for their support, the GOP would be unable to 
fund these tax cuts. 


Until we have our own countries, policies that benefit whites will also be benefiting non-whites. And there is a 
certain dehumanization of non-whites by the alt right. The narrative is somewhat binary: that all policies that 
benefit whites will harm non-whites and all policies that benefit non-whites will be paid for by whites. But this 
is not true; there is overlap. White people benefit from pollution control, the wealthy paying their fair share, 
better roads, student loan forgiveness and healthcare. And that is why | am happy when people on in the alt 
right advocate for Bernie Sanders style economic policies. These policies will help whites primarily, for the 
exact same reason blacks and Hispanics vote for the Democrats: they get their government goodies out of 
them. While all whites get by voting for the Republican party is tax cuts for millionaires, gutting unions and 
talk but no walk on immigration or social issues. 
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My research suggests that constantly blaming “others” masks ways that the GOP platform depends on 
rendering even its working-class white supporter’s expendable. White Americans are literally dying 
from Trump’s brand of identity politics. But if whiteness is sick, what’s the cure? 


Jonathan is describing the bait and switch tactic used by republicans: tell the working class we’re on your 
side, but then get into office and do nothing about. 


That’s the dilemma facing white Americans who recoil from Trump’s cruel politics — and Democratic 
politicians who wish to speak to conservative white voters. They, too, are often hampered by not 
seeing whiteness. What’s needed is a language to promote different ways of being white. One place to 
start is by avoiding what psychologists call “zero sum” formulations of race relations — in which there 
are “winners” and “losers” in fights for power or resources. Equitable societies are healthier for 
everyone, and alliances among groups with common socioeconomic interests (rather than identities) 
are more successful in achieving shared objectives. A white Kansan has more in common with his 
Hispanic neighbor than with a white Tennessean. 


This Jew is essentially advocating Marxist “workers of the world unite” economics. And you know what, | 
don’t really disagree. The reason for this is that we already live in a multicultural hell hole, and if we are 
going to get any economic reform done that will benefit suffering whites, we will have to work with the people 
of color coalition. | think a red brown alliance as some have called it, would not be entirely bad. But we will 
both have to give up some things. The alt right will have to give up the toxic trolling that has defined a mostly 
anonymous pro-Trump movement, and the left will have to give up the woke stuff that irritates everyone, let’s 
be honest. 


Unpacking whiteness also requires white people speaking openly — not by proxy conversations about 
immigration or guns — about the strengths and limitations of American whiteness. This means 
reflecting on white traditions of generosity and resilience, and not just the anxieties, biases and fears of 
white communities. It means talking about ways that white Americans can enhance or thwart American 
prosperity. And about how, to make America truly great, we need a more communal version of racial 
justice to emerge. 


Yes, white people will have to say openly and boldly that we are a racially group with collective interests and 
rights and that we will work with others, but the existence and preservation of our people is non-negotiable. 


Such an approach should acknowledge that whiteness is not monolithic. Trump — and my protesters 
— seem to have commandeered the narrative, but there are different ways of being white in America. 
It's too easy for liberals to overlook how many white conservatives want better communities as well. 


Again, Metzl is getting at something profound, if even from the wrong angle. He’s reiterating the message 
that some whites will benefit from some policies that will benefit non-whites and some whites will not. The 
needs of all whites are not the same, but the overarching need of the white race as a whole is to have the 
end goal of separation from all other races, including such insolent scum as Jonathan Metzl. 
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During my research, | saw countless examples of white Americans in the reddest of red counties who 
were proud of their conservative values but also understood their moral obligation to immigrants and 
citizens of color. In other words, they were willing to see their privilege and to begin the work of 
dismantling it. 


And here is where the narrative goes off the rails. Those whites in red counties that were helping immigrants 
are not doing so because they hate their whiteness, they’re doing so because they have had decades of 
anti-white propaganda shoved down their throats. This to such an extent that they see helping black kids in 
the ghetto as more “Christian” than helping their fellow whites next door! 


Is there a way for Democrats to reach these voters? What might a political appeal to their concerns 
even look like? How Democrats answer these questions may well determine the results of the 2020 
election. 


To refute Trump-style politics, white Americans of conscience have to “see” what their whiteness 
means. It’s not enough for well-meaning whites to #resist specific policies. They need to contest his 
very definition of whiteness. 


Such a reckoning may not be comfortable. But it is necessary, not just for a more equitable country but 
also for defeating the politics of racial resentment at the polls. 


Because nothing says getting rid of racial resentment in politics like telling an entire racial group THAT YOU 
DON’T BELONG TO how to understand whiteness and how to dismantle it. This woke shit that the left 
peddles is something they are going to have to give up. Eventually the left is going to have to acknowledge 
that whites are a group that have group rights and interests. But of course that will never happen, so the rift 
will get bigger and bigger. 
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Immigration: https:/Awww.counter-currents.com/2014/02/replacement-migration/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/nSS2C 


Diversity: https://www.amren.com/videos/2019/12/diversity-means-fewer-white-people/ 
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